
DID YOU DID YOU 
KNOW? KNOW? 
PART IIPART II

MORE “FUN” FACTS 
FROM THE TOWN OF 
JUPITER ARCHIVES



THE FLORIDA LAND BOOMTHE FLORIDA LAND BOOM
The greatest land boom in the nation’s history 

(and the resulting economic collapse) came 
to Jupiter in many ways.



DID YOU KNOW… FPL WAS DID YOU KNOW… FPL WAS 
FOUNDED THE SAME YEAR AS THE FOUNDED THE SAME YEAR AS THE 

TOWN OF JUPITER TOWN OF JUPITER -- -- 
DURING THE LAND BOOM?DURING THE LAND BOOM?

Pioneers of Power: 1925-1929

The birth of FPL
FPL was born in the final days of 1925 when Florida was experiencing the greatest land 

boom the nation had seen and cities were springing up overnight. Residents were 
pouring into the state by the thousands and a dependable supply of electricity was 
desperately needed. 

The founding company
FPL's earliest roots can be traced back to Thomas Edison and the General Electric Co. 

GE created EBASCO (Electric Bond and Share Co.), owner of American Power & 
Light Co. that held many utilities in the western hemisphere.

FPL - a consolidation
American Power & Light purchased the properties that were consolidated to form FPL on 

Dec. 28, 1925. The unlikely patchwork of enterprises included small electric 
generating plants, ice plants, water, gas, fish, telephone, sawmill and street car 
companies, a steam laundry, an ice factory, a limestone quarry, a sponge fishing 
boat, and even 35 mules and wagons.

(from FPL.com/about/history)



DID YOU KNOW…JUPITER HAD DID YOU KNOW…JUPITER HAD 
FPL STREET LIGHTS EARLY ONFPL STREET LIGHTS EARLY ON

AND FROM 1926 TO 1928 THE TOWN CITIZENS 
AND COMMISSIONERS WORKED WITH THE 
FLORIDA EAST COAST RAILWAY TO HAVE 

ELECTRIC LIGHTS INSTALLED AT THE 
TRAIN STATION INSTEAD OF 

KEROSENE LANTERNS!!KEROSENE LANTERNS!!



BY 1930 TIMES WERE TOUGH

THE TOWN HAD TO 
DISCONTINUE PAYING FPL 

FOR 33 STREET LIGHTS



Many turned off lights led to elegant Many turned off lights led to elegant 
subdivisions planned during subdivisions planned during 
Florida Land Boom times…Florida Land Boom times… 

They never happenedThey never happened



BY 1931 CODE BY 1931 CODE 
ENFORCEMENT WAS BUSY.ENFORCEMENT WAS BUSY.

SOME BUILDINGS IN THESE AREAS SOME BUILDINGS IN THESE AREAS 
WERE DECAYINGWERE DECAYING



UNFORTUNATELY OWNERS WERE UNFORTUNATELY OWNERS WERE 
OFTEN BANKS OR INDIVIDUALS “UP OFTEN BANKS OR INDIVIDUALS “UP 

NORTH” WHO NEVER MOVED TO NORTH” WHO NEVER MOVED TO 
FLORIDA AFTER THE COLLAPSEFLORIDA AFTER THE COLLAPSE



DID YOU KNOW…IN JUPITER’S EARLY DID YOU KNOW…IN JUPITER’S EARLY 
DAYS, POLICE OFFICERS RECEIVED A DAYS, POLICE OFFICERS RECEIVED A 
PORTION OF FEES RECOVERED FROM PORTION OF FEES RECOVERED FROM 

SPEEDING TICKETS.  SPEEDING TICKETS.  
THE TOWN PURCHASED A THE TOWN PURCHASED A 

MOTORCYCLEMOTORCYCLE



DID YOU KNOW…JUPITER’S SPEED DID YOU KNOW…JUPITER’S SPEED 
TRAPS BECAME QUITE A SCANDAL.TRAPS BECAME QUITE A SCANDAL.



DID YOU KNOW…THE DID YOU KNOW…THE JUPITERJUPITER-- 
INDIANTOWN ROADINDIANTOWN ROAD WAS WAS 

STARTED IN 1899?STARTED IN 1899?
Dade County governed both areas and the 
road was designed to open the western 
part of the County.  Joe Bowers (of 
Jupiter’s historic Bower’s store) opened up 
a trading post in Indiantown to trade hides 
for good with the Indians.  He also grew 
oranges which he shipped from Jupiter. 



THIS MAP SHOWS THE JUPITERTHIS MAP SHOWS THE JUPITER-- 
INDIANTOWN ROAD (CENTRAL INDIANTOWN ROAD (CENTRAL 

DIXIE HWY) IN 1914DIXIE HWY) IN 1914

(You crossed the St. Lucie Canal by ferry)



DID YOU DID YOU 
KNOW…LAND KNOW…LAND 

WAY OUT WAY OUT 
WEST ON THE WEST ON THE 

JUPITERJUPITER-- 
INDIANTOWN INDIANTOWN 
ROAD WAS ROAD WAS 
FOR SALE FOR SALE 

DURING THE DURING THE 
FLORIDA LAND FLORIDA LAND 

BOOM!BOOM!



DID YOU KNOW…THE OLD DID YOU KNOW…THE OLD 
JUPITER INDIANTOWN ROAD JUPITER INDIANTOWN ROAD 

STILL EXISTS AS A GRASS STILL EXISTS AS A GRASS 
COVERED DIRT ROADCOVERED DIRT ROAD

BUT THE CURRENT INDIANTOWN ROAD WAS 
CONSTRUCTED IN THE LATE 1950’S AND 

THE ROAD FELL INTO DISUSE.
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